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Holiday Party Fun Time for All!  

 
On Dec. 3 at Mario Fazio’s, 29 members and guests enjoyed good food and great conversation. As part of our annual 

party we recognized the volunteers for 2011 and those working on 2012 events with a special key holder in leaf shape 

made by Al.  Please excuse the blurry pictures.  
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Pictured Seated: Colleen Theusch – Berea YRE Coordinator & Trail 

Reviewer, Karen Birt – Trail Marker, Beth Filina – Trail Marker & 

Start/finish volunteer. 

Second Row Vicky Heineck – Checkpoint (Vpt.) & Rocky River coordinator 

2012; Jan Henderson-Publicity Co-chair, Vpt & Bay Village 2012 

Coordinator, Alex Carter – Vpt volunteer, Andrea Aussant, 2012 Rocky River 

co-coordinator, Suzanne McCarthy- Patch designer & Vpt. Volunteer.  

Back Row Bob Schmiermund – all around volunteer & Master Chef, Betty 

our Treasurer hiding behind Jan, Bob & Jan Varnon- University Circle & 

Chagrin Falls YRE Coordinators, North Chagrin Event 2011 and Chardon 

2012 Coordinators, Sandy Stowers – Publicity co-chair, Tim McCarthy – Vpt. 

Volunteer and Tom Wisnieski – Trail Marker 

Not Present: Richard/Carol Gundelach, VP, Sweepers, Downtown/Conneaut 

YREs Coordinator; Carolyn Yarnell- Secretary, Oberlin YRE  & Event 

Coordinator; John/Clare Petrich –West Wood YRE Coordinator; Jan/Derrik 

Weeks- Trail Master & all around volunteer; Bea Schaefer- Trail Marker & 

Event worker; Jason Jodon/Bridgette DePew – Webmaster & Olmsted 

Coordinator, Nancy/Tom Dial – Lakewood YRE & VPT; other VPT 

volunteers – Ray Melda/Ann Hofelzer, Nancy Stone, Luanne Johnson, Chris 

Ann MacGregor, Elaine/Joe Federico, Valerie Calderwood, Hilary Fishkorn, 

Heather Hemmer, and Nancy Paschall. Thanks to all who made 2011 a great 

year! 

 

Given a special necklace 

from South Africa our 

youngest volunteer, Alex 

Carter who turns 18 in 

December. She has 

worked numerous 

checkpoints this year 

with her grandmother, 

Vicky Heineck.   

 

Our Number One Walker who did all 

the YREs twice and over 50 times the 

Berea YREs is Colleen Theusch. As 

part of her recognition Deva made a 

special Purple Pansy cross stitch, 

purple basket from South Africa, & 

some other purple gifts. Colleen too 

celebrates her birthday in Dec. Way 

to go Colleen on repeating this 

outstanding accomplishment! 

Our Special program winners 

this year were 6 level – from L-

R- Betty Schmiermund – 2 Event 

books, Sarah Halverson- $10 

Bob Evans gift card, & Ed Pfadt 

– 3 free walking credits. For the 

12 level – Colleen - $25 

Speedway gas card, Bob and Jan 

Varnon- $25 Bob Evans and the 

10 Free Walking Credits.  

New program cards were given 

out and this year you can walk 

the same YRE to reach the 12 

levels.  The prizes are great so 

make your 2012-walking goal to 

fill up that card. 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to our charter 

members for their 

continued support 

–Beth Filina –our 

Past President, 

Fast Eddie Filina, 

Gladys Wisnieski 

& Karen Birt - 

our past Treasurer 

& whose father 

helped start the 

club.  

 
Karen was also 

showing off all her 

50 state bars since 

she completed that 

goal this fall after 30 

years. Way to go 

Karen! 

 

 

It is good to have Eric Halverson back after 

completing his 2 Year work assignment in 

New York. I know his wife, Kathy and 

daughter Sarah agree! 

 

The 3 sisters Marguerite, Marilyn 

and Katherine congratulated Ed 

Pfadt, from PA, on being the 

member who came the longest 

distance to attend the holiday party.  

http://www.valleyvagabonds.org/
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North Chagrin Event Memorial Walk ï October 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In the past couple of years, we have lost several members.  In 1980, Francis and Gladys 

Calderwood were part of a group who helped create the Valley Vagabonds. In 1991 Francis passed away 

however Gladys continued her support until her death earlier this year.  Her daughters and granddaughter 

asked if could have a memorial walk in their honor. On October 8, the North Chagrin Walk was held in their 

honor.  Deva presented to Hilary Fishkorn, granddaughter, and Heather Hemmer the AVA convention booklet 

that has section honoring those members who passed away in the last two years included in this book was 

Bob Brianas, Alva Stone and Lynn Schreiber.  Hilary and Hemmer then went to work the 10k Checkpoint and 

later relieved by Valerie Calderwood and Nancy Paschall daughters.  

In addition, Eloise and Cedric Plavney were presented their AVA Certificate of Service for their 

work over the last 5 years. Jan & Bob Varnon developed this trail with review input by Colleen Theusch, 

Betty Schmiermund & Carolyn Yarnell. Jan Weeks did her usual outstanding job of creating the trail maps 

and journal map directions. Jan Varnon (pictured below with her dog) marked the 5k trails with Deva, and the 

10k by Betty, Tom Wisnieski, and Bea Schaefer (pictured below).  Fifty walkers enjoyed the beautiful fall 

day including three generations of the Moore family with our youngest walker, Ian. Alex Carter, our youngest 

volunteer, joined her grandmother, Vicky Heineck on the 5k checkpoint relieving Bob Varnon.  Sweepers 

were: Carol Gundelach on 10k and Betty/Bob on the 5k. Start/finish and set up were: Varnons, 

Schmiermunds, Simons, and Bea Schaefer.  Thanks to Hilary, Betty, Bea for bringing the special treats to go 

with my brownies. 
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Olmsted Falls ïAugust 6 

 
Jason Jodon & Bridgette DePew coordinated the Olmsted Falls event walk despite now residing 

in Pittsburgh. Jason & Bridgette announced their plans to marry on March 17, 2012. Deva supplied the 

happy couple a heart cake for this great news.  Marking our trail is pictured on 5k Beth Filina, Al and 

Deva. On the 10k trail was Carolyn Yarnell, Betty Schmiermund & Tom Wisnieski.  In addition Vicky 

Heineck, Alex Carter, Tim & Suzanne McCarthy worked the checkpoint. Sweepers were Carol & 

Richard Gundelach and Betty and Bob Schmiermund.   

75 walkers enjoyed this beautiful but hot day of the Olmsted Falls Park and city.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Club Fun at picnics Markko Vineyards & West Wood Nature Center and lunch/walk at Oberlin! 
 The last half of 2011 was filled with fun picnics, luncheon outing and group walks.  At Markko on July 17, 20 members enjoyed 

the wine and great food brought by everyone. The master chef, Bob Schmiermund was at his hot dog best!  On Sept. 18, over 20 

members enjoyed the West Wood Nature Center shelter and walk. Special thanks to John & Clare Petrich for reserving that great 

shelter.  The last group walk was at Oberlin followed by a great lunch at the Inn where 17 enjoyed the outing.  
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 Welcome our new member since last newsletter – Cheryl McElroy.  

 

Congratulations to all our Member achievements: 

Completed all 50 states – Karen Birt 

Events – 10 & 30 – Carol Gundelach; 125 – Richard Gundelach; 200- Chris Ann MacGregor; 650- Jan & Bob 

Varnon; 750- Luanne Johnson; 1450- Al Simon; 1900- Deva Simon.  

Distance – 1500 K – Richard Gundelach 

 

TATER TOURS VISITS  CLEVELAND - 
On Sept. 1& 2 Tater tour stopped at Cleveland on their way to the Mackinaw Bridge walk. On Sept. 1, Carolyn Yarnell 

and I met the 46 tour members to do the Berea Park walk. The next day 50-tour members did the Downtown Year-

rounds. It is great to have a tour bus stop to do our walk. Special thanks to Carolyn for walking with this group.  

 

SPECIAL PROGRAM RULES FOR 2012 
With the change by national on Events that you are no longer limited to two event stamps for year-rounds per year to 

now unlimited, this rule applies to our Special Program. If you have a special year-round that you like to do again and 

again there now is no limit on counting toward the 6 or 12. I hope with this new rule that more members will 

participate and try to win the great prizes.  It is easy.  

 

NEW NATIONAL SPECIAL PROGRAMS -   Several new special programs have been offered starting Jan. 

2012 – America’s Bakeries (must be family owned), Celebrating Golden Cinemas; Classic American Diners; Strolling 

Somewhere Over the Rainbow; Struttin’ Down Main Street; and Walking American’s Murals. Just go to Special 

Programs at the www.ava.org website for details on these new programs and to order the books. Remember the only 

cost is the book ($10) and no extra cost for stamping your book. Special programs are fun and all of these programs 

can be found on one of our year-rounds.  

The State organization has the National Roads special program that starts in Wheeling, WV with 7 locations and ends 

in Vandalia, OH. It is a fun program doesn’t require a book but can buy patches.  

 

2012 Schedule ï 

Jan. 7 – Annual Polar Bear Walk- meet at the Renaissance hotel lobby in Downtown Cleveland at 9:45 a.m. and leave 

at 10 a.m. Trail will be determined by the weather.  Carol Gundelach has made changes to the trail due to Medical 

Mart construction. After walk, those interested will eat in the Food Court. Don’t miss this annual kickoff to our 

Downtown walk.  

April 15  – Annual Business Meeting/Walk – Meet in front of Winking Lizard at 11 a.m. and do the new 5k University 

Circle walk. After return around 12:30 p.m. will eat lunch followed by our annual business meeting. At this meeting 

we develop the plans for our 2013 walk. Your input is extremely important so plan to be there. 

May 19- Bay Village Walk – Start is at Bay Village Library from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. finish by 4 p.m. Jan Henderson is 

coordinating this great walk.  Special program qualifies for Bakeries and WPA.  

June 9 – Chardon- same start time TBA start. Jan & Bob Varnon are the coordinators. 

July 15 – Picnic/ Walk at Markko Vineyards at 1 p.m. Bring favorite dish. Simons will supply hot dogs, condiments 

and drinks. 

August 4 – Combination walk events with Gemulitch Wanderers for Akron and our club. Our start is WINGFOOT 

Lake State Park at the Oak Tree Shelter, 993 Goodyear Park Blvd., Mogadore from 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. finish by 

5:30 p.m. 

September 15 – Picnic/Walk – Berea Park YRE at 11 a.m. Bring favorite dish. Simons will supply hot dogs, 

condiments and drinks. 

October 13 – Rocky River – Vicky Heineck, George and Alex Aussant are coordinating. 

 Start 9 a.m. – 1p.m. finish by 4 p.m. 

November 4 – Chagrin Falls YRE at 11 a.m. will eat at local restaurant after walk.  

December 1 – Holiday Party on Westside of Cleveland.  

Did you realize that if you walk all the above except Dec. 1 you will have 9 events and only have to do 3 more to 

qualify for the 12 level gift drawing! 

http://www.ava.org/

